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The Editor Says 


This is the time of the year 
when Circuses are going to their 
Winter Quarters or have already 
headed South. 


country, we have not had a circus 


In this part of the 


for a long time, so it seems. 
Somehow | can’t get the thrill out 
of an indoor show that | do out of 
one under canvas. But as one 
gets older, time flies faster so 
maybe it won't be too long until 


the Spring openings are in the air. 


We would be glad to hear from 


any of our readers about any 


trips, or other personal items 


that they would like published. 


Mills Bros. Circus closed at Johnstown, 
Pa., on September 30. They made a 
short run into the Ashtabula County Fair- 

Ohio, 
This will 
Mills 


appearances at 


grounds, at Jefferson, 10 miles 


south of Ashtabula. be their 
The 


are making personal 


Winter Quarters. elephants 


political rallies. 


The Conover family have been on a 
Western trip. They visited the Buffalo 
Bill Memorial and other points of interest 
as well as calling on Bill Green of Wash 
ington, Kansas. Daughter Sally has en- 


rolled at Miami University, Oxford, Ohio. 


















Circus Historical Society Annual Convention 


Held In Columbus, Ohio, July 24, 25, 26, 27 


The quantity was not great—but the quality was excellent. That 
could well be the slogan for the recent convention held at Fort Hayes 
Hotel. The Convention turnout was disappointing to the Convention 
Committee, Bob King and Fred Pfening, Jr., but the ones who did 
attend had a wonderful time and the spirit was of the highest. 


Registration was held on Saturday in the Emerald Room, which 
was the headquarters throughout the meeting for displays, etc. The 
Hotel went out of their way to take care of us with tables, chairs, 
air conditioning. Miss Ruth Griffin was a great help in arranging 
the banquet and buffet supper. Saturday afternoon and evening 
were spent in “puttin it up and taking it down.’’ Swap night was 
held, scrap books perused, etc. Of particular interest were the col- 
lections of Murray Guy and Dick Conover. Murray had some large 
colored lithographs of minstrels, road shows, etc., which were in ex- 
cellent condition. Dick’s collection was from the Grace collection 
and had several items of interest to Ohio residents and natives. 


On Sunday afternoon the group motored in private cars to Green- 
lawn Mausoleum and to Greenlawn Cemetery where wreaths were 
placed on the tombs of Lou Sells and Chick Bell. Memorial services 
were conducted in the Mausoleum. 


At 6:00 P.M. on Sunday, the banquet was held. Forty-five people 
were in attendance. This was held in the Sapphire Room. Movies 
were shown by Bob Senhauser and Bill Lerche. Jack LaPearl spoke 
at the Banquet and told of some of his many experiences with various 
circuses, including the time he was a member of a menagerie. 


Fred F. Pfening, Jr., had his electric calliope on the parking lot 
across from the hotel during the day Sunday, and enlivened the air 
from time to time with some rollicking music. 


On Monday afternoon a business meeting was held, presided over 
by Bette Leonard, President. !t was voted that any member who 
becomes six months delinquent in paying dues will be dropped with- 
out further notice. It was also voted that investigation be made a- 
bout an emblem button for the C. H. S., designs and prices to be 
submitted at the 1955 Convention. The 1958 Convention will be 
held in Baraboo at the time of the 75th Tour of the Ringling Circus. 
Members were asked to observe and get behind Circus Week. 


To the writer’s taste the high point of the Convention was reached 
on Monday evening when a Buffett Supper was held in the Patio for 
all the members of the Tom Packs Circus. By this time most of the 
C. H. S. members had gone home, but believe it or not we had over 
90 circus people there from, Mr. Tom Packs down to the smallest 
Valentine. The food was excellent and | am sure everyone enjoyed 
the festive occasion. 

Tuesday we spent at the Red Bird Stadium in Columbus and were 
greeted very graciously by the people we had met the night before. 
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The show was very nice and each act was dressed up beautifully. 
The writer had never seen a stadium show at night and was quite 
delighted with the beautiful lighting. 


Members and guests present at the Banquet on Sunday evening 
were: Bette Leonard, Dick Conover, Albert Conover, Sally Conover, 
Fritzie Conover, Jakey Conover, Bob King, Agnes King, Ann King, 
Bill Lerche and Mrs. Lerche, ‘“‘Aunt’’ Jen, Harold Gorsuch, Mrs. 
Gorsuch, Jack LaPearl, Bob Senhauser, Norman Senhauser, John 
Boyle, Floyd McClintock, Murray Guy, Bob Hill, Charles Hill, Jack 
Hughes, Mrs. Hughes, Fred Pfening, M. W. Organ, R. G. White, Mr. 
and Mrs. James Wallace, Mrs. Robert Wallace, Mr. and Mrs. Don 
DeWeese, Mr. Jones, Mrs. Barnard, and Charles Kuehne. 


Those who attended the Monday Buffett supper from the Tom 
Packs Show were: Mr. Tom Packs, Jack Leontini, Mr. and Mrs. Jack 
Harrison, Alberto Zoppe Family, Mr. and Mrs. J. Carpini, Mr. and 
Mrs. R. Marrion, Ray Goldschmitt, Fay and Bill Snyder, Slim Collins, 
Emil and Lola Goetchi, Mr. and Mrs. Grover O’Day, Pai and Mayo, 
Teto Flint, the Flying Zacchinis, Ghezzi Brothers, Henry Boers, the 
Flying LaVals, The Del Morals, Jack and Martha Joyce, Rietta and 
Arthur, Lott and Anders, The Rhodinius, The Arturas, Chuck Barek- 
man, The Rocketts, Luciana and Friedel and Otto, Happy Kellam, 
The Marvels, The Therons, Al Vernon, Bob White, the drummer, Mr 
and Mrs. Bentledge, Johnny Manko, Charolotte Walch, Arden Beech- 
er, and Jo and Slivers Madison 


WANTED 


Program notes or information on a sample program with listing 
of acts, especially the clown acts with clown jokes on one of the fol- 
lowing circuses, since any one of them might have been the one 
that P. T. Barnum attended when he was eleven years old. (1821). 


Hawkin’s Show 

Aaron Turner’s and Sons 
The Zoological Institute 
Van Amburgh Menagerie. 


| want to describe a circus day on the green, with P. T. Barnum 
as a boy, attending an afternoon performance. He was enthralled 
with the jokes of the clowns, therefore | am eager to find some of 
these jokes not used by other biographers, or find a source for the 
one used by Harvey W. Root in The Boys’ Life of Barnum, page 10. 
This is—The ringmaster said to the clown— ‘Your jacket is too 
short,’’. “‘It will be long enough before | get another,”’ said the 
clown. | would like to find the original source of this joke, so if | 
cannot find another children would enjoy, | can use the source with- 
out plagerizing Root. 


Write to Jean E. Taggart, 2251 Pasandena Ave., Apt. A, Long 
Beach 6, California. 
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Fred Stafford, Jr. 


After a lengthy illness, our dear friend, Fred 
Stafford died on June 29, at the age of 35. Fred 
had been press agent for Mills Bros. Circus for 
seven years, and was making preparations for the 
eighth season when he was stricken at Greenville, 
Ohio, just before opening. He recovered enough 
from this to fly to Boston where he stayed with an 
uncle and aunt until his death. Survivors include 
the aunt, Mrs. C. W. Crockett and his father, Fred 
Stafford, Sr., of Bristol, Connecticut. Burial was 


in Rutland, Vermont. 


Fred grew up in Rutland, Vermont and gradu- 
ated from Amherst College in 1941. He was sports 
writer on The Springfield (Mass.) Union until 1944, 
when he became sports editor of The White Plains 
(N. Y.) Reporter-Dispatch. He joined the Mills 
Circus in 1948 as an assistant to Charles Schuler 
and later he headed the Mills press department. 
He was regarded as one of the promising men a- 
mong younger circus staffers. He not only headed 
the Mills Bros. press department but sometimes 
doubled as general agent and handled public re- 
lations roles with the show. He handled arrange- 
ments for the Mills elephants to appear in the Eisen- 
hower inaugural parade. He was the publisher and 
author for the Mills Bros. route book. 


We really lost a dear friend, and our sympathy 
goes not only to his father and aunt but also to the 


Mills Bros. organization. 
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Geniry Brothers’ Famous Shows 
Forty Years Ago 


Sent in by Charlie Duble, Associate Editor, Bandwagon 
(The following article apeared in The Eillboard, issue of April 18, 1914) 


Gentry Bros.’ Famous Shows No. 2 opened the season at Sabinal, 
Texas, March 31. It requires five double-length cars to transport 
the No. 2 show this season. Everything is new, novel and up to date, 
and the show is conceded to be one of the most elegantly equipped 
dog and pony shows ever launched by any management. C. W. 
Finney has full charge this season and according to present indica- 
tions the season will be a most profitable one. As a special feature, a 
parade has been added. Roy Rush, ringmaster and trainer deserves 
much credit for the manner in which he conducts the different acts 
as performed by the animals of his own training. The circus part of 
the performance is taken care of by Berry and Hicks, with their 
sensational iron jaw, backward ladder drops and bounding wire acts, 
and the Cherry family in their comedy bar act. 

The concert rendered before the performance by J. E. Richardson 
and band of 13 pieces received much comment. Bert Misner is 
again manager of the Annex. The executive staff follows: C. W. 
Finney, manager; Lon B. Williams, general agent; H. C. Bruner, 
auditor; J. D. Wright, treasurer; Roy Rush, ringmaster; A. L. Hinkley, 
concert and reserve seat tickets; Bob Hampton, superintendent of 
canvas; Frank Kohn, lights; Jess Allen, boss hostler; Chas. Hayden, 
trainmaster and boss of props; George Armstrong, wardrobe and 
seats; Joe Murray, wagons; John Smith, chef; J. T. Sullivan, boss 
porter. 


The following shows appeared in the circus routes of The Bill- 
board, April 18, 1914: Barnum & Bailey; Al. G. Barnes; J. H. Esch- 
man’s; Gentry Bros.; Hagenbeck-Wallace; Happy Bill’s; LaTena’s 
Wild Animal Show; Frank A. Robbins; Rentz Bros.; Ringling Bros.; 
Sig Sautelle; Sells-Floto; Sun Brothers; Tompkins-Cooper & Whitby, 
and Wheeler Bros. shows. 


Charlie Duble of Jeffersonville, Indiana, was an all day visitor on 
the lot of Ringling-Bros-Barnum & Bailey when they played there on 
July 22. He was on the lot at 6:30 a.m. and remained until the last 
wagons rolled away the next morning at 1:15.a.m. It was the shows 
first appearance at Jeffersonville and fine business greeted the show 
with over half house in afternoon and capacity crowd at night, over 
10,000. Charlie also visited R. B. B. & B. at Nashville, Tenn. 
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President's Message 


It was a wonderful Convention—you missed a lot if you were not 
there. | and everyone else was sort of disappointed that there was 
not a better turnout. Several members signified that they would be 
there and didn’t make it. We sure looked for you. And felt bad 
that you didn’t get there. In view of the pre-convention advise that 
we had, we made arrangements for a better than usual amount of 
entertainment, and we went through with it, and | feel sure that 
everyone who came enjoyed themselves very much. 


One of our great disappointments was the fact that no one was 
there to take pictures. Fred Pfening, Jr., furnished us with pictures 
of the Memorial Services and we are very grateful to him for doing 
so. We want to thank James Wallace, of Columbus for the very 
swell slides he has given to us, and will show them at the next Con- 
vention. But they are not the type of thing to be reproduced for 
the Bandwagon, so we have not been able to put any Convention 
pictures in this issue of the Bandwagon. 


Bob King has told me of his troubles in getting out this issue of 
the Bandwagon. He and Agnes have worked on it a lot but several 
things have come up that have made it impossible to get it out 
sooner. But you may be sure that there will be another issue out 
in very short order, and you have not missed out too much because 
you haven‘t had one sooner. 


Much has been said about the fact that the Circus Historical 
Society is folding. That is not true. We have more members now 
than we have ever had. But like all organizations, we have a num- 
ber who do not pay up. This makes it rather hard to go along with 
our activities. You know if you don’t get with it we cannot do the 
things for you that we would like to do. One of the things passed 
at the Convention was the ruling that anyone who is 6 months past 
in paying dues will be dropped. Notice will be given those who are 
behind, and then, bang, its all over. We have carried several folks 
along in the hope that they would pay up. No more—this is the end 
for those folks. So, look at your last card, see if you are behind— 
pay up—and be a member in good standing. 


Plans are going forward in regard to the 1955 Convention. | 
will be pleased to hear from anyone of you who wishes to suggest a 
site for the Convention. In the meantime—let’s all get with it and 
for it—-and make C.H.S. the best there is. 


BETTE LEONARD, President 
Circus Historical Society. 


THANKS! 


Thanks a million for the giant autographed post card sent me by 
my many friends at the Circus Historical Society Convention. | 
will cherish it always. 

Fred Bailey Thompson 
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Memories Via the Early 1900's 


Sent in by Willard ‘Tard’ Northrop 


_ Today | mailed a letter to a good pal and grand Joe, Jack LaPearl, 
and in so doing | said | must pen and ink some memories (if only for 
the record) of another LaPearl, yes Harry LaPearfl. 


It is often said ‘Where would the movies be if it were not for the 
Joeys,’’ gosh, we can count many of them for it was in the early 
1900’s that the film industry began to make inroads into the Circus 
industry, not for circus but for the comedy it could not get elsewhere. 
True, pantomime was in many parts of amusement but the Joey pan- 
tomime was of a different type. 


Min A Fils were the first to go to'the circus for art and talent, for 
when they lifed Harry LaPearl out of the Circus they had an artist 
of talent. Harry as a youngster was a bareback rider on his father’s 
circus—LaPearl Circus. Soon he was doing specialties of all sorts, 
and a most famous Clown, and you can name any act of art on a 
circus and Harry did it. Later he was honored by Barnum and Bailey 
Circus, as their principal clown, (for 2 seasons) for Harry went to 
the New York Hippodrome, here it was thought that he would be a 
permanent fixture, but the Min A films changed that. Harry being 
of the producing type knew what kinds of people could support him 
in the plays he hoped to film. Some may recall such top performers 
as Shooks Hanson——-what a comic tumbler he was; George Zammatt, 
of the Famous Dollar Troupe; Bob Jordan, Jimmy Corbley, Johnny 
Mayon, Charles Johnson, Nat Beck and George Williams, all were 
great pantomime artists. 


Yes, it was Harry that founded that grand order, ‘Fraternal Order 
of Comiques.’’ This club was world wide, but admitted none but 
silent clowns and panomists. Harry often remarked that he knew all 
the clowns in the world, and he loved them all. 


How many of you can recall his picture ‘The Girl of his Dreams?” 


ee ————— a, 7 


NEW MEMBERS Henry H. Varner, No. 560 


George A. Lanphear, No. 556 a Seal 

P. O. Box 3, ron 6, Unio. 

N. Stonington, Conn. Edward H. Schroeder, No. 561 
Francis C. Graham, No. 557 iar ncaa N. W. 
610 N. Dement, ashington 7, D.C. 


Dixon, Illinois. 


REINSTATED 
Edward J. Delany, No. 558 
179 Beacon St., Charles Higgins, No. 213 
Boston, Mass. 199 Cedar St., 


Bernard C. Cook, No. 559 Ney Seared Ge 
416 Forest St., Louis Hayek, No. 423 
Columbus 6, Ohio. Toledo, lowa. 
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Cole Bros. Circus, 1930, the Last of 
the King Owned Railroad Shows 


By Joseph T. Bradbury 


This year marks the 9th season that Floyd King, well known circus 
man, has owned a motorized show. From all reports he is a con- 
firmed believer in the superiority of trucks over rails when it comes 
to transporting a circus, and it is unlikely that he will ever return to 
the railroad field. However, King was at one time a railroad show- 
man, and he and his brother Howard, from 1919 through 1930 
owned and operated rail circuses varying in size from 2 to 15 cars. 
His last railroad show was Cole Brothers, a 10 car circus, in 1930. 
That show is the subject of this article. 


From 1926 through 1929 the Kings had on the road both a 10 car 
anda 15 car circus. In 1929 the 15 car show was called Gentry 
Bros., and the 10 car show, Cole Bros. Cole had a fairly good season 
in 1929 but what profits it made had to be put into the Gentry show 
to keep it going. Gentry Bros. suffered an extremely bad year due 
to foul weather, heavy opposition, and poor business, and despite 
the financial help it received from the smaller show, it finally went 
broke at Paris, Tenn., on Oct. 27. Cole Bros. continued out the 
season and went into winter quarters at Brenham, Texas. 


The Cole show also found itself in financial difficulties during 
the winter of 1929-30. King had obtained new steel flat and stock 
cars from the Warren Tank Car Company earlier and found that 
he was now unable to make further payments on them. In order to 
complete payments on them he was forced to sell 5 of the cars to 
the Miller Bros. 101 Ranch Wild West Show, and an all steel elephant 
car to Christy Bros. Circus. Rumors went around that the Cole 
show would not go out in 1930 but King was able to obtain 4 flats 
of semi-stee! construction from the Venice Transportation Co. and 
also the necessary stock cars to put out a 10 car circus. All cars 
except the coaches were of semi-steel construction and the entire 
train was in good condition for opening day. 


Winter quarters in Brenham, Texas, were comfortable, located 
about two blocks from the main part of town. Show was housed in 
a large brick warehouse near the Southern Pacific freight depot, 
and the lead stock were quartered in a corral nearby. Dave Matson 
served as Supt. during the winter and with 10 men did the work of 
overhauling and painting the equipment. Mark Smith, boss canvas- 
man, built 8 new lengths of seats. Bill Hayes was in charge of the 
menagerie which was visited each Sunday by many residents of that 
section of the state. 


Everything was in good shape by opening day. The wagons were 
all repaired and were painted red with white lettering. The rail 
cars were painted red and yellow. Stocks and coaches were lettered 
with the shows’ full title and the flats with “CBC.” 


There were 22 pieces of rolling equipment. No motor equipment 
of any kind was carried and Cole was the only railroad show on the 
road in 1930 without a single truck or tractor. The wagon equip- 


—Bandwagon, July, August, September, 1954—-Page 9 





ment had mainly come from the Gentry-Patterson Circus, which the 
Kings had purchased in the winter of 1925-26. This equipment 
in turn had been of Gollmar Bros. and Gentry Bros. origin. The Sea 
Serpent tableau had been purchased from Sparks Circus in 1924, 
segs om another tableau which had ended up on the Gentry show 
in 1929. : 

Wagon lineup consisted of 9 baggage wagons, 5 tableaux, |] steam 
calliope, 5 cages, 1 ticket wagon, and | fight plant. 

The menagerie had 3 elephants—Modoc, Pinto, and Queen; also 
1 camel, and 5 cages of wild animals. The 5 cages were all small 
and were loaded crosswise on the flats. All cages had come from 
the Gentry-Patterson Circus, with one dating back to the Gollmar 
Bros. Circus of 1916. This cage had a large carved dragon on the 
side and twin dragon heads on the skyboard. The other 4 were plain 
and had painted designs. | 

All canvas for 1930 had been used the previous season and con- 
sisted of a big top, about a 90 with 3 40's., menagerie, sideshow, 
cookhouse, dressing room, horse, and concession tops. Big top 
housed the 2 rings and ] stage in which the performance was given. 

As was the Kings’ policy during their rail show operations a grand 
free street parade was given daily. The 1930 parade consisted of the 
5 cages, lead stock, 4 bands, the tableaux, and steam calliope. The 
old Gollmar Bros. 4 Mirror Tableaux was painted red and gold and 
was used as the No. 1 bandwagon. The Sparks tableau, painted 
red, which had carvings of sea serpents on the side was used as the 
sideshow bandwagon. Clown bandwagon was a plain wagon with 
a few painted designs and clowns heads painted on the skyboards. 
Another tableau, painted blue, was formerly a Gollmar Bros. cage 
and had a large oval carving in center that at times encircled a 
painting. The fast tableau was painted orange, and had a large 
diamond carving on the side and this one too is believed to date 
back to Gollmar Bros. A small oriental band rode one of these tabs 
in parade. The steam calliope was one of the twin wagons built by 
Sullivan & Eagle in 1902-03 for the Gentry Bros. Dog & Pony Shows 
and this wagon came by way of Gentry Bros. through 1922, Gentry- 
Patterson 1923-25, and then to the Kings who used it on the 10 
car show from 1926-30. The old John Robinson steam calliope was 
used on the 15 car show. 

This Spring Floyd King gave an interesting account of the ticket 
wagon which was used jn 1930. It was built at the old Louisville 
quarters when the Kings had the small 2 to 5 car circuses, and this 
wagon was loaded into one of the tunnel! cars carried at that time. 

Abe Spencer was boss hostler and had 35 fine head of draft stock. 
N\. Hargreaves was supt. of ring stock and had 10 head of horses 
and 14 ponies. 

Gene Staats was manager of. the No. 1 Advertising Car and with 
his crew posted a lot of paper at each stand. National Printing & 
Engraving Co. furnished the paper and more than a dozen new de- 
signs were used in 1930. Jack Mills was the banner solicitor and 
24 hour agent, and also got the ads for the daily magazine and pro- 
gram review. 

Official staff roster for 1930 was as follows: Central Circus Corp., 
prop.; Floyd King, mgr.; Harold Frederick, treasurer; M. C. Carter, 
secretary; Karl Knudson, local contractor; L. C. Gillette, general 
agent; Frank Browning, contracting press agent; Frank A. Goldie, 
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CHICK BELL’S GRAVE, MOUND STREET CEMETERY 


—Photos by Fred D. Pfening, Jr., Columbus, Ohio 





MAUSOLEUM WHERE LOU SELLS 
IS BURIED 


Shown in picture are: Fritzie Conover, Bette Leonard, M. 
W. Organ, Agnes King, Raymond White, Floyd McClintock, 
Henry Varner, Jack LaPearl, Robert King, Dick Conover, and 
Murray Guy. 


GRAVE OF CHICK SELLS 


Mound Street Cemetery 


Shown in picture are: Jack LaPearl, Bette Leonard, Agnes 
King, Fritzie Conover, Raymond White, M. W. Organ, Henry 
Varner, Robert C. King, Dick Conover, Floyd McClintock, 
Murray Guy. 





asst. side show manager; Alex Lowande, equestrian director; Frank 
Orman, supt.; W. E. Tyres, bandmaster; Mark Smith, boss canvas- 
man; Blackie Baker, trainmaster; and Gus Schwab, legal adjuster. 

The train consisted of 10 cars, 1 in advance, and 9 back. Cars 
back were 4 flats, 2 stocks, and 3 coaches. It is always a marvel to 
see this much circus loaded on a 10 car train, and especially the 
number of baggage wagons on only 4 flat cars. From photos of the 
train | have attempted to make up the train load order. The type 
wagon is correctly given, however | don’t have the exact load that the 
tableaux carried, nor the exact contents of some of the others, but 
main point is to show how 22 wagons carrying this much circus could 
load onto 4 70 ft. flat cars. 


Flat Car I—( | No. 55 box type baggage, poles on side 
2) box type baggage, poles on side 
3) No. 123 poles and stringers wagon 
4) water wagon 
5) ticket wagon 


) 


—( 6) box type baggage, cookhouse 
( 7) cross cage 

( 8) cross cage 

( 9) cross cage 

(1Q) cross cage 

(11) box type baggage, menagerie 
(] 2) steam calliope 


(13) painted clown head tableau wagon 

(| 4) box type baggage, poles, props, canvas 
(15) Diamond carving tableau wagon 

(16) big top canvas wagon, ring curbs on side 
(17) Old Gollmar 4 mirror bandwagon 


Flat Car 4—(18) box type baggage wagon, pianks 
(19) cross cage, dragon carvings 
(20) Old Sparks sea serpent tableau wagon 
(21) Oval carvings tableau wagon 


(22) No. 116 light plant 


The 1930 season opened March 29 at Uvalde, Texas. A Bill- 
board reporter caught the show April 5 at Las Cruces, N. M. and 
wrote as follows; “‘Cole Circus On the Road. One of the bright 
features of the show is the street parade. Four bands of music and 
the steam calliope, under the direction of Harry Wills, lent plenty 
of harmony to the picturesque and colorful pageant. All of the 
parade wagons were fresh from the hands of the painters and deco- 
rators and elicited more than passing interest. The Oriental band 
was under the direction of Sig Arcaris. 


The performance is one of the snappiest and most pleasing ever 
given by a circus with two rings and one stage. Foreign features 
and novelties predominate throughout the program. In fact, but 
few American artistes are in the program. Floyd King, the manager, 
is to be congratulated for assembling a performance of such genuine 
merit. Alex Lowande, equestrian director, was assisted by Jack 
Moore. The big show band, under the direction of Prof. W. E. 
Tyree, gave a 30 minute concert preceding the big show. 
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“The program follows: 


Display No. I—Miss Hama, slack wire; Tetswari Duo, Risley 
performers. 
2—Clown walkaround 
3—Pony drills, Miss Rose and A. G. Lowande 
4—Swinging ladders, Misses Orman, West, and 
Bonta. 
S—Tetswari Namba Troupe, head balancing and 
foot posturing, and Sakata in foot slide. 
6—Clown walkaround 
7—Bounding rope, A. G. Lowande 
8—Sengali Family, bicyclists 
. 9—Elephants, Miss Orman and William Hayes. 
. 10—Bonta Trio, acrobats 
. 11—Perch acts, Tetswari, Miss West and Harry 
Rooks. 
. 12—Clown number by Arthur Borella Trio, Jack 
King, Art Lind, Phil King, Basil Williams, J. M. 
Azar, Tom Hayden, Bonta Trio, and Tehar Trio. 
. 13—Tight wire act, Jack Moore Trio 
. 14—Clown band, Arthur Borella, director 
. 15—Perez-Laflor Troupe 
. 16—Loop trapeze, Misses Darcy and Orman, and 
double trapeze, Williams and West. 
. 17—Six Tehar Troupe, Arabian whirlwind acrobats 
. 18—Clown number 
. 19—Ilron jaw, Miss Vanderburg, Perez, and Orman 
. 20—Menage, Misses West, Laflor and Hayes, and 
Harry Rooks. 
. 21—Comedy acrobats, Tehar Trio and Bonta Trio 
. 22—Races: Jockey races, Jim Brown and Gilbert 
Shouch; pony and monkey races; cowboy and 
girl, Jess and May Coppinger; chariots, Gilbert 
and Brown.” 


After the opening the show headed across Texas towards New 
Mexico, Arizona, and California. Route from April 2 to 19 was as 
follows: 2, Sanderson, Texas; 3, Alpine, Texas; 4, Sierra Blanca, 
Texas; 5, Las Cruces, N. M.; 6, Silver City, N. M.; 7, Deming, N. M.; 
8, Clifton, Ariz.; 9, Safford, Ariz.; 10, Lordsburg, N. M.; 11, Douglas, 
Ariz.; 12, Bisbee, Ariz.; 13, Nogales, Ariz.; 14, Tucson, Ariz.; 15, 
Ray, Ariz.; 16, Mesa, Ariz.; 17, Phoenix, Ariz.; 18, Ajo, Ariz.; and 
19, Yuma, Ariz. 

The show very soon got into the first opposition fight of the 1930 
season. As Cole Bros. was going West, Schell Bros., a motorized 
circus, owned by George Engessor, was going East after opening in 
California. Schell Bros. was in Safford, Ariz., Mar. 31; Clifton, April 
1; Silver City, N. M., 2; Lordsburg, 3; Deming, 4, and succeeded in 
beating Cole into all of these towns by a few days. Both shows had 
billers in each of the towns fighting for every bit of available space. 
No other serious opposition was encountered throughout the season. 

Entering California Cole Bros. went up the State playing the 
smaller towns skipped by the 30 car Al G. Barnes Circus. On May 
3 the two shows were quite near each other, Cole at Richmond and 
Barnes at Oakland. California stands played beginning April 24 
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through May 11 were at Santa Paula, Ventura, Santa Barbara, Santa 
Maria, San Luis Obispo, Pasa Robles, Salinas, Watsonville, Hollister, 
Richmond, Oroville, Marysville, Woodland, Colusa, and Williams. 
Dunsmuir on May 14 was the last California stand and show entered 
Oregon the next day at Ashland, and played stands at Grants Pass, 
Cottage Grove, Albany, Tillamook, Hillsboro, The Dalles, Hood River, 
and Astoria. Show then moved into Washington and then to Idaho. 
Pocatello was the last Idaho stand on June 18, and on 19th show 
played Ogden, Utah, with stands following at Salt Lake City, Provo, 
and Price, and into Colorado on June 23 at Grand Junction and on 
June 24 at Montrose. 


After Colorado, Cole moved into Wyoming, Nebraska, Kansas, 
Missouri, Illinois, Tennessee, and Kentucky. All along the way busi- 
ness was poor. Very few good stands came up. Poor crops, a ter- 
rific heat wave, and bad business conditions caused by the depression 
all combined to make the shows going rough. The depression was 
already counting the toll of many shows that were destined to fall 
due to bad business. Christy Bros. Circus had already closed on 
July 7 at Greeley, Colo., never to return to the road, and on Aug. 3, 
the Miller Bros. 101 Ranch Wild West Show had closed at Prairie 
du Chien, Wisc., and gone back to Maryland quarters. 


The show finally came to a halt at Scottsville, Ky., on August 11. 
Money had run out and rail transportation costs and other obligations 
could not be met. To show the effect the depression had on the 
show, Floyd King told this writer that the combined gross take at 
Scottsville that day was only $600 where as two years before, the 
show had taken in $3,000. | 

The Billboard gave the following accouunt of the shows closing. 

‘Scottsville, Ky., Aug. 16. Cole Bros. Circus, a 10 car show, 
closed its season here Monday night, two months and a half before 
schedule time. The continued business depression, the severe drought, 
and six weeks of scorching, searing weather, in which the temperature 
seldom dropped below 100 degrees, hastened the close. Prepara- 
tions are being made to ship the equipment to winter quarters. It is 
probable that the circus will be sold as a whole or piece-meal. 


With the passing of the Cole Bros. Circus, the crown of Floyd King 
as a circus owner slipped from his head, and leaves but two owners 
of big railroad circuses in the field —- John Ringling and Fred 
Buchanan. For 20 years King has been an important factor in the 
realm of the white tops, first as a press agent with the Al G. Barnes 
Circus in 1912, and the following six years as general press repre- 
sentative of the Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus. Entering the field as 
an owner in 1919, the show grew from a small two-car circus, until 
1926, when the King Bros., Floyd and Howard, owned, with no in- 
debtedness, the Gentry Bros. Circus, operating on 10 cars, and the 
Walter L. Main Circus, traveling on 15 cars. 

Last fall the Gentry Bros. Circus closed under a financial strain, 
and the continued efforts of the Cole Bros. Circus to keep the former 
organization going, continually drained its financial resources, from 
which the show was never fully able to recover in the face of adverse 
conditions. The heroic efforts of the owner, and a staff of bosses, 
many of whom Floyd King had with him since the first year he started 
a circus, kept the organization going by an almost unparalleled feat 
in the long history of the sawdust arena. 
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Opening at Uvalde, Texas, March 29, with a bankroll scarcely 
large enough to make change, the Cole Bros. Circus headed for the 
Pacific Coast and the Northwest. Scarcely once a week would the 
circus have even a fair day’s business. Yet not a pay-day was missed 
the first 12 weeks of the season, until the tropical heat descended 
on the show the middle of July. It was then that the performers 
were acquainted with the real conditions. It was explained that to 
continue the battle might mean a loss and absence of pay days until 
better days came. Almost to a man the entire personnel elected to 
stay and take their chances. They gambled with the owner and lost, 
but took it good-naturedly with the trouper’s laconic remark: ‘’Next 
season it will be better.” 

Through their old territory the business of the Cole Bros. Circus 
day after day was from one-fifth to one-sixth less than in former 
seasons. In spite of the business depression the hardest blow was the 
continued heat, with about 20 degrees above normal, which cut the 
existing business to about one-half. When the close came here 
there was not an attachment. Simply a case of an exhaustion of 
financial capital. 

All of the employees spoke in the highest praise of Floyd King, 
and sympathizes with him in his loss.” 

The following story appeared in Billboard August 20. 

“Nashville, Tenn.—Aug. 23—The Cole Bros. Circus, which closed 
at Scottsville, Ky., August 11, was brought here last Saturday night 
and will be sold. It is being looked after by David F. Masten. W. 
W. Mayberry, an official of the National Printing & Engraving Co. 
of Chicago, a creditor of the circus has been here. 

The cars are on a siding near the Cumberland River in East Nash- 
ville at the end of South Fifth Street. Through arrangements made 
with B. L. Calhoun, proprietor of a barbecue stand at Hillsboro and 
Jones Roads, the animals, tents and other property are on the farm 
adjoining Calhoun’s stand. Performances, although not as complete 
as when the show was en tour, were given yesterday and today.’’ 

On Sept. 6, Billboard carried this story. 

“Chicago, Aug. 30—H. C. Ingraham, of Peoria, and Bert Ruther- 
ford, of Houston, Texas, announced this week that they have pur- 
chased the Cole Bros. Circus, which closed recently at Scottsville, 
Ky., and with animals and equipment which they have been quietly 
acquiring they plan to organize a 30 car show to take the road next 
Spring. The Cole show was purchased from Thomas Hanks, who 
held a mortgage on it. 

Ingraham and Rutherford are at Aurora, Ill., this week where 
they have charge of the independent shows at the Central States Fair. 
As soon as the fair closes Sept. 5, they will move the circus parapher- 
nalia which they have at the fair to Peoria. The equipment of the 
Cole Bros. show, which is now at Nashville, Tenn., also will be taken 
to Peoria.” 

The proposed show that Ingraham and Rutherford had planned 
never came off. Claims continued to come in against Cole property 
and after a lot of legal wrangling the whole idea was cancelled. 
Property was sold off to pay claims. The three elephants were sold 
as follows. Modoc went to Jess Adkins who later sold her to Ring- 
ling-Barnum. Queen and Pinto were sold to Downie Bros. Circus. 
The wagons were later loaded on flats and shipped to the old Christy 
quarters at South Houston, Texas, where they remained intact until 


Page 14—-Bandwagon, July, August, September, 1954 





1947. Until a year or so ago 21 out of the 22 wagons were accounted 
for. Only the light plant was missing and it perhaps went to some 
carnival or possibly went to the 1935 Cole Bros. Circus. At present 
the following wagons remain. The steam calliope is on King Bros. 
Circus. !t was sold to Dr. Karland Frischkorn of Norfolk, Va., in 
1947 and he sold it to Floyd King in 1952. Thus an old calliope after 
22 years came back home to the King fold. A Mr. Alread in Red 
Bluff, Calif., owns the ticket wagon and 5 cages, all of which are in 
excellent condition. Sutliff & Case Druggist Assn. in Peoria, III. 
owns the old Gollmar 4 Mirror Bandwagon and it has been completely 
restored. Circus fan, Bob Senhauser purchased from the Chicago 
Railroad Fair the old Sparks Sea Serpent tableau, the Oval Carving 
tableau, and the Diamond tableau for the Boy Scout Council! and 
the wagons are currently housed at the Tuscarawas County Fair- 
grounds in Dover, Ohio. The remaining 10 wagons, 9 baggage and 
painted clowns head tableau were parked at South Houston until 
1953. It is rumored they were destroyed by burning last year. 

While fortunate as we circus fans are that so many wagons of this 
show are preserved and we hope will remain so for many years to 
come, the small 10 car railroad show has now passed into oblivion. 
_ No doubt the large railroad show will be with us for some time to 
come, but for shows like the 1930 Cole Bros. Circus we shall not see 
there like again. 

Charles Wirth, writing in the Billboard in 1930, in his column, 
Sawdust & Spangles, paid a very fine tribute to Floyd King, and pre- 
dicted that he would return to show ownership again sometime in the 
future but would forsake the railroad show and take to trucks. 
King was press agent for the Al G. Barnes Circus in 1930, later as- 
sociated with Zack Terrell and Jess Adkins in their Cole Bros. and 
Robbins Bros. circuses, and then true to Wirth’s prediction did return 
to ownership field in 1946 with the present King Bros. motorized 
circus. 


MEMBERS VISIT BARABOO 


“An unexpected jaunt took members John Heid!, Marvin Gauger, 
James Cappeart of Oshkosh, Raymond Heim of Milwaukee, Royce 
Thompson of Port Washington, to Baraboo, Saturday, July 3rd. Left 
Oshkosh at 5:30 P.M. and arrived just in time which was about 
7:30 P.M. to witness seeing the circus parade and attended the re- 
premiere of the circus movie ‘’The Greatest Show On Earth” at the 
Al. Ringling theatre. The ceremonies started at 10 P.M. The oc- 
casion was the city of Baraboo was celebrating the founding of the 
circus world museum on the site of the original Ringling Brothers 
circus winter quarters and will be affiliated with the state historical 
society. 

Arthur Welk drove the ‘’Columbia’’ bandwagon and John Whisson 
guided the 70-year old Mother Goose float in the parade. Both of 
these men were former employees of the Ringling Bros. Circus and 
are natives of Baraboo. It was estimated that some 25,000 visitors 
were present. We all had a good time and enjoyed every moment 
as it was long after midnight that we drove past the old quarters be- 
fore leaving for home. We were all bock in Oshkosh Sunday at 5:30 
A.M. Memories never to be forgotten.” 

—By John Heid! 
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A Real Trouper 


As you all know, our President, Bette Leonard, was a trouper when 
she was very young. Well, she is still a trouper—-in the sense of the 
Show must go on. 

Bette arrived at the Convention in Columbus with a sore throat, 
from a boat trip to Canada. We knew she didn’t feel very well, but 
didn’t realize how badly she felt, until we found that she had had to 
call the Doctor in the middle of the night. Still she went to all the 
festivities, presided over the Business Meeting, went to the cemetery, 
and against all her friends advise she went to the show grounds, too. 

Upon returning to Richmond after our vacation, we get a Jetter 
from Bette. She had flown to Wichita from Columbus, and had gone 
immediately from the airport to the hospital where she spent five 
days with pneumonia. 

We are glad to say that she recovered quickly, and as you all know 
Bette, has about seven irons in the fire. 


A Member Writes .. . 


We have had a very interesting letter from Colonel Joseph John 
Sauer, Jr., of Richmond, Virginia. We are glad to know that Joe is 
100 per cent himself again. Excerpts of his letter of October 4th, 
follow: 

| shall appreciate the time your next publication goes to press 
if you will run a write-up for me and thank the many Circus His- 
torical members and Circus Fans Association Fans of America mem- 
bers, the Circus Clown Club of America and the various members of 
the Showman’s League of America, Chicago. Also the Circus Review 
from Portland, Tennessee, and the International Jugglers Association, 
plus the many circus performers and executives, as well as many 
carnival shows, who were so kind and thoughtful of sending to me 
when | was a patient at the Stuart Circle Hospital here in Richmond, 
Virginia, from Monday, August 23rd through Tuesday, September 
7th, 1954, the many beautiful get-well cards, plus the various pres- 
ents and remembrances, etc. | did not know that | had so many 
friends, both those known by me and many whom | have not had the 
great pleasure of meeting as yet. The Operation was performed by 
Dr. Frank Pole, formerly of the Mayo Brothers Clinic at Rochester, 
Minnesota. {| must state he is a wizard of a surgeon. May | add, 
a must be, if he ever was a member of the staff of the great Mayo 

inic. 

“| shall greatly appreciate it if you will mention the chief surgeon's 
name in your write-up, and the hospital, so forth, as Dr. Pole thinks 
three or four years past that he operated on one or two circus ex- 
ecutives at the Mayo Clinic. But he cannot at this time remember 
their names, only one that he said was a circus owner, a gentleman 
about 55 years old. 

“Also inform all of my friends | have returned to my city job here 
in Richmond (Virginia), which is a radio announcer for the City of 
Richmond, Department of Public Utilities.” 
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More Circus Movies 


By Don Francis, San Francisco, Calif. 


Editor’s note: In the Spring Edition, March, 1954 Bandwagon, we published a 
list of Circus Movies, compiled by Arthur Dodge. These are additions to that list. 





Devils Circus (about 1924-25)_______ Norma Shearer-John Miljan 
Polly Of The Circus (about 1915) _--_--_-___-____-__~_ Mae Marsh 
The Monkey Talks (1927) (Fox) _---- Jacques Lerner-Olive Borden 
Sunny MabOuUt: 1945) 2 er ete Roland Young 
» Wem. NO Angel xe ot e ee  e Mae West 
The Lady And The Tiger (about 1926)_-_-____-_-_- Adolph Menjou 
You Can’t Cheat An Honest Man_-_--_-~ W. C. Fields, Edgar Bergen, 
Charlie McCarthy, Princess Barbara of Sarawak 
52212) ©.) see pe eee a nat ER ese OR ee aa On one W. C. Fields 
Mid Wednesdoy 2.522.222 coe eee eee es Harold Lloyd 
(Originally came out as the ‘Sin Of Harold Diddlebock) 
Red) Woqons? 222222526327 cece cso cesesce Charles Bickford 
simon: The Jester wos eel oe ee Se Ernest Torrence 
Murder Of The Circus Queen 
Pink Tights (1920) __.-_-__--_-_.--~-- Jack Perrin-Gladys O'Malley 
The Side Show Life (1924) _-_____ Ernest Torrence-Anna Q. Nielsen 
It’s A Smal! World (about 1951) 
Junge Fury (1993) eee eee ee Wallace Ford 
Annie Get Your Gun (1951) _-----./-----_---_~---~ Betty Hutton 
Annie Oakley one 1945) ----- Barbara Stanwyck-Preston Foster 
Three gee ee ee eer ee a Charles Boyer, Barbara Stanwyck 
She Was A Lady (about 1938) _-____________- Helen Twelvetrees 
Roain-Or Shine (about: 1936) sscse soe ese ee Joe Cook 


In 1931 a circus musical starring Helen Twelvetrees 
Oliver Hardy was in a circus movie 


A serial starring Jack Mulhall taken on the 101 Ranch Show about 
1925 


George K. Arthur and Kar! Dane were in a circus movie 
Moran & Mack also put out a circus movie 


1927—Ronald Colman and Vilma Banky made an al! circus picture. 
A European wagon show. 


Lloyd Kramer, of Eaton, Ohio, was in to see us and asked if we 
knew where we could buy the whistles and the keyboard for a Cal- 
liope. Lloyd has an old threshing machine which he has painted up 
and shined up and he wants to put the calliope on it. If any of our 
members know where there are whistles and keyboards to be found 
please write to Lloyd Kramer, c/o Kramer Bros., Eaton, Ohio. 
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Circus Chronology, 1953 


“Reprinted from the Billboard, January 9, 1954” 
Compiled by Tom Parkinson 


JULY 


TOM PACKS’ CIRCUS opened its sum- 
mer tour of ballparks and stadiums. 

ROGERS BROS. had a blowdown at 
Kokomo, Ind. 

R. M. HARVEY, Tiger Bill Snyder and 
other staffers left Diano Bros. James 
Allen Winters and C. C. Smith joined. 

VIRGIL CAMPBELL, last of the broth- 
ers who had Campbell Bros.’ Circus, 
died at Fairbury, Neb. 

TONY DIANO sent part of his animals 
back home but the show continued. 

WALLACE & CLARK and Hagan-Wal- 
lace were in opposition and bad weather 
in Canada. 

AL BRUCE, veteran rider and clown, 
died at El Monte, Calif. 

CLYDE BEATTY business hopped up- 
ward in the Northwest, with Portland giv-~ 
ing straw houses. 

RINGLING-BARNUM 


limped away 


from a losing tour of Eastern Canada 
and headed westward. 
HAGAN-WALLACE abandoned a dam- 
aged big top after a storm at Wakaw, 
ask. 
SAM DOCK, one of the oldest active 


showmen, died at Reading, Pa. He be- 
gan circus business in 1883. 

WALLACE & CLARK CIRCUS trouped 
into upper Manitoba and Alberta, going 
farther north than any circus with the 
possible exception of Elmer Jones’ two- 
car shows of 30 years ago. 

MRS. JEROME WILSON, wife of the 
Puerto Rico show operator, died of in- 
their boat at New Orleans. Wilson and 
juries received in an explosion aboard 
their son were injured. 


AUGUST 


VERNON REAVOR, _ former 
staffer, died at Des Moines. 

MISS LEXI, Polack aerialist, was in- 
jured in a fall at Mankato, Minn. 

RINGLING-BARNUM business spurted 
upward in Indiana, Illinois and Wis- 
consin. 

HAGAN-WALLACE folded in Mon- 
tana after staggering out of Canada. 

REMOTE PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 
gave King-Cristiani top business. 

JAY GOULD CIRCUS won big business 
in South Dakota. 

BARY’S AFRICA ZOO TRAIN com- 
ee its west-to-east hop across Can- 
ada, 

NEW YORK STATE business was okay 
for Mills Bros. 

KELLY-MILLER found Ohio and Mich- 
igan business strong. 


circus 


THE HOMER HOBSONS SR., observed 
their 60th wedding anniversary. The 
retired boreback riders live at Pacific 
Palisades, Calif. 

LOYAL-REPENSKI CIRCUS was doing 
good business in Central America. 

TRUCK WRECKS plagued the King 
show in Canada. -Poor roads were 
blamed. 

KING-CRISTIANI gave five perform- | 
onces in a single day to handle huge 
crowds at Halifax, N. S. 

THE DIANO-DAVENPORT team blew 
up. Tony Diano took his animals back 
to Canton, O., while Ben Davenport con- 
tinued on the road, switching to his Wol- 
lace Bros. title. 

RINGLING’s CHICAGO stand was o 
big winner. 

TOM PACK’S CIRCUS drew more 
people (18,000) for o single show at the 
ball pork in Pittsburgh than the Pitts- 
burgh Pirates drew in a week. 

GAY BILLINGS, veteran show owner 
and performer and father of Eva Daven- 
port, died at Quincy, III. 

BEATTY AND RINGLING routes 
crossed at Duluth, Minn., with Beatty 
canceling out ond substituting Superior, 


ise. 

MELVIN HILDRETH appeared before 
a Congressional Committee in Washing- 
ton on behalf of circuses to ask for elimi- 
nation of the admission tax. 

CLYDE BEATTY lost three perform- 
ances in Wisconsin because of slow rail 
moves and weather. The show had good 
business across the Northwestern States 
and was giving street parades in many 
locations. 

RAIN AND THE MILWAUKEE 
BRAVES ball club cut Ringling business 
in the beer town. 

JOE WALCH, animal trainer, was 
killed when struck by a car neor Chicago. 

ILLINOIS AND INDIANA gave Mills 
Bros. good business. 

CLYDE BEATTY announced plans to 
make a technicolor movie with Mickey 
Spillane. 

RINGLING-BARNUM lost 
Minn., because of a soft lot. 

THE BEATTY SHOW orrived late at 
Joliet, Ill., and lost the matinee because 
the locomotive engineer on the show train 
broke a leg. 

MILLS BROS. predicted a banner 
year and said its net wos up 25 per cent. 

CLYDE BEATTY CIRCUS rolled along 
in top shape with the George Hanneford 
Family stopping the show at most per- 
formances. Many former Cole Bros.’ 
staffers were joining. 


Brainerd, 
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KELLY-MILLER some of its 
season's best business in Upper Michigan 

RINGLING-BARNUM business was off 
in the Dakotas 


SEPTEMBER 


BEN DAVENPORT 
Wallace Bros. out 
than close early. 

KING-CRISTIANI continued to 
winning business and give 
as it headed for the South. 

NORFOLK, NEB., gave Ringling its 
best matiness of the season. 

HUNT BROS. ordered a big top with 
cable in place of rope for 1954. 

BEERS-BARNES was 20 per cent be- 
hind its 1952 business. 

CAPELL BROS.’ CIRCUS changed its 
title to Edgar B. Buck’s Circus. 

S! RUBENS announced he would quit 
circus business and concentrate on his 
minstrel show after this season. 

POLIO EPIDEMIC in Alberta hit Wal- 
lace & Clark Circus. 

BEATTY AND KELLY-MILLER 


won 


keep 
rather 


decided to 
until October 


SC re 


extra shows 


were 
in Opposition in Indiana. 

BAILEY BROS. ended _ its ballpark 
tour. 

JACOBSEN BROTHERS, of Vail, la., 


ended their Hollywood Circus operation. 

FLOYD KING’S routing put King- 
Cristiani in the tobacco belt at the 
height of the marketing season and busi- 
ness for the show returned to a high 
level. 

















RINGLING BUSINESS was hyped as 
the show entered the Northwest and 
West. Aerialists Tell Teigan and Miss 


Mara were injured in separate falls. 

GIL GRAY CIRCUS became the first 
show to play Los Alamos, N. M., the 
atom center. 


ALEX DOBRITCH, performer, was 
named agent for ‘Super Circus T\ 
snow 

ZACK TERRELL boosted the Beatty 


show and visited it to contribute toward 
a big day’s business at Owensboro, Ky. 


A MILLS BROS. sleeper truck was 


wrecked in Nebraska and four were 
hurt. 
FRED DE WOLFE, former Ringling 


Barnum treasurer, died in New York. 
MILLS BROS.’ CIRCUS was host of the 
CFA convention at Wichita, Kan. 
POLACK EASTERN signed Philadel 
phia, Baltimore and Newark, N. J. 
VON BROS. went into quarters at 
Wapwallopen, Pa. 
KELLY-MORRIS business was only fair 
in the South. 
WALLACE & CLARK returned to the 


States and announced plans to winter 
near Los Angeles. 
RINGLING-BARNUM_~ was changing 


its route to avoid drought areas of the 
Southwest. Meanwhile it made a 700- 
mile jump from Portland to San Fran- 
cisco, where business in the Cow Palace 
was off. 





Ready Now... 


EVELYN CURRO’S FIFTH ANNUAL 


AMERICANA CALENDAR, 1955 


CIRCUS WAGON EDITION 


with 12 pictures in full color, 8Y%2 x 6 inches, suitable for 


framing. 
gift boxed. 


Printed on fine quality paper, and handsomely 


$1 O25 PREPAID 


Send Order to 


EVELYN CURRO 


234 West 14th Street 
NEW YORK 11, N. Y. 
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Your Own 


Circus Christmas Cards 
This Year! 


USE YOUR OWN FAVORITE NEGATIVE OR ONE 
FROM THE GEORGE BRINTON BEAL CIRCUS 
COLLECTION 


Ke 
Y YA 


A 


PRESENTING 


The Greatest Concentration of Unposed Circus Scenes in 
the World Today, in an Unsurpassed Variety of Subjects 
/ 


and Shows, Encompassing More than 40,000 Individual 


Neaatives from The Georae Brinton Beal! Circus Collection 


WRITE FOR LISTS AND PRICES 


GEORGE B. BEAL 


P. O. BOX 6 
NEWBURYPORT, MASS. 





